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Mission Statement 
Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area is an organization formed to introduce new residents to one another 

and the community by providing social events and activities.   

 

This summary of our organization is intended to help members and prospective members gain an 

appreciation for the rich history and evolution to the powerful organization that we have today. Begun in 

1985, our boards and members have faced good times and bad and challenged themselves to broaden the 

activities for members, encourage growth, engage new member leadership and address our financial 

strength to ensure the sustainability of Newcomers. Over time, we’ve changed our name, activities,           

By Laws, eligibility, geographic reach, communication methods and numerous other aspects for the 

betterment of the organization and our members. We hope that you enjoy this, our History. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The original History document was completed in 2002 by Bruce Walling who did significant work covering 

our first 17 years. Bruce prepared an outstanding summary of the early years with valuable insights into our 

beginning.  

As we celebrated our 30th anniversary in 2015, Vicki Hancock, President, recognized the need to bring the 

History document up to date and did so by forming a committee to contact past Presidents, gather 

information from them, and celebrate their contributions by organizing a reunion breakfast in their honor. 

After serving as President, Vicki stayed on as History Chair and contributed many updates to Bruce’s work.  

The most recent updates and reformatting have been added by Mike Fusselbaugh, President 2016-17 and 

History Chair 2017-19. Mike split the document into two documents – this History and the companion Past 

Presidents Biographies and Reflections. During the updating process Mike was able to locate several Past 

Presidents and add their information to that document. 

 

NEWCOMERS OF THE PINEHURST AREA 
 

Initially called Newcomers of Pinehurst (NCP) and limited to the boundaries of the Village of 

Pinehurst at that time, the organization has expanded its scope and membership with growth in 

the area. Newcomers Clubs were popular in the U.S around the time we were founded, and a 

group felt that Pinehurst could benefit from one. 

The original purpose of Newcomers of Pinehurst was to bring new residents together socially and 
to provide avenues for Newcomers to develop friendships.  The organization was started in 
December 1984 when a group of ladies got together to plan the basis and purpose of the 
Newcomers Club.   
 
The first president of Newcomers of Pinehurst was self-appointed.  In July 1984, a serious 
difference of policy developed regarding the purpose and direction of the Club.  This presented 
some difficult moments for the organization – still in its infancy.  The president sent a letter to the 
officers, stating that she was relieving all officers of their positions, dissolving the organization, 
and submitting her resignation.  Reason prevailed.  The Board called an emergency meeting and 
took what they believed to be the appropriate course of action by accepting the president’s 
resignation but rejecting the resolution to disband.  The first elected president was Mary Bartley, 
who served from 1985 until 1986.  It was during her term that the officers and board decided that 
the terms of all officers and committee chairs would be limited to a single term of six months.  This 
term length continued until 2007, when the By Laws were changed to allow a one-year term for 
officers (with no more than one renewed term) and unlimited terms for committee chairs. 
 
The first formal meeting of the organization took place on the 31st of January 1985 and was 
attended by a quorum of the board members previously appointed.  Much was accomplished at 
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this meeting, including: the adoption of membership eligibility rules, the selection of the first 
president, and the adoption of “Adjunct By Laws.”  It was also decided that the terms of office for 
the board would be the period 1 January 1985 to 31 December 1985.  Other items decided at this 
inaugural meeting were: an organization newsletter to be published monthly and mailed to each 
member; and the forming of several interest groups - Lunch Bunch, Bridge, Antiques, Needlecraft, 
Couples dining and mini-tours.  At this time, Newcomers of Pinehurst had 61 members. 
 
The activities and interests of Newcomers members were broad indeed. Among them were the 
gastronomical delights of Dining In and Dining Out, the strategic confrontations at the bridge 
tables, the frustrating agonies of the challenge of golf, the wondrous revelations of discovery of 
Getting to Know North Carolina, the deafening tour of high-powered motor car engines 
thundering around a NASCAR track, and the annual fundraiser for local charities. 
 
Since the founders created Newcomers’ first organizational structure, many officers and 
committee chairs have contributed their ideas, effort, and goodwill to sustain the organization 
through vigorous membership growth, membership decline, and variable participation in member 
activities.  As of 2018, we are enjoying a growing membership of 600+ and enthusiastic 
participation in a wide variety of activities and events, including those focused on eating and 
drinking, sports and fitness, table games, reading, and travel.  
 
As time went on, the organization decided to eliminate the fundraising activities including selling 
advertising space in the annual member directory, Silent Auction at the Holly Ball and the major 
fundraising event and focus only on social activities for the membership. The By Laws were 
changed to reflect this approach which remains in effect and has helped screen the numerous 
requests to address our membership and promote products or services to Newcomers members. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
Over the years, the members of Newcomers of Pinehurst have come from almost every state of 
the Union and from many countries. Members have come from Peru, Singapore, Indonesia, 
Morocco, Puerto Rico, United Kingdom, Greece, Canada, Germany, Korea, South Africa, West 
Africa, the Philippines, Australia, Russia, Netherlands, and Hong Kong. The majority of Newcomers 
are retired, but trends change with population shifts in the area. 
 
The original board of directors decided that membership would be open to Pinehurst residents 
only.  Apparently at that time, no other community in the Pinehurst area had anything resembling 
a “Newcomers” organization.  The residents of Southern Pines asked to be included, but the board 
rejected the request.   This eligibility requirement also excluded the residents of the Pinewild 
Country Club community, because Pinewild was not a part of the Village of Pinehurst.  Because of 
this, Pinewild residents formed their own organization, known as Neighbors.  In January 1989, the 
Board noted that Newcomers of Pinehurst was growing rapidly and that some of its members did 
not reside within the corporate limits of Pinehurst.  To alleviate the problem and to comply with 
the strict interpretation of the By Laws, a change was made that all incoming members of 
Newcomers of Pinehurst, excluding residents of Course #6, must reside within the corporate limits 
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of Pinehurst.  All active members not within the corporate limits were grandfathered.  In late 1998 
or early 1999, the eligibility rules were broadened to include the Pinewild community. 
 
For many years, membership in Newcomers was limited to a two-year period in keeping with the 
“newcomer” concept and then instead of renewing, they moved on to another group - ACT II. At 
that time, Newcomers and ACT II had a close working relationship to ensure that Newcomers who 
“graduated” were welcomed by ACT II to join that organization. Since the turn of the new 
millennium, membership in Newcomers has waxed and waned with the economy, expanding to 
over 500 members in 2004, and declining to about 200 members in 2012.  In 2014, the By Laws 
were changed to allow residents throughout Moore County to become members of Newcomers 
and to remain in the group as long as they pay their dues.  The rationale at the time was that there 
are many life stages and reasons to form new friendships, and longer-term members could serve 
as excellent sources of experience and information to newer members.   
 
Membership no longer transitions from Newcomers to ACT II.  Our name was also changed in 
January of 2009 to reflect this expansion to the current Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area. The 
organization saw an immediate rise in membership, expanding its rolls to well over 400 members 
by the fall of 2015. At the end of 2017, membership had grown to 580. The initial membership 
term in Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area is for a period of two years, after which members may 
renew for terms of 1 or 3 years for as long as they like. 
 
Officer terms were changed to one year long instead of the long-standing six months, and begin in 
September after the Annual Meeting & Membership Breakfast.  Any member in good standing 
who will not complete her/his eighth consecutive year of membership by the end of the one-year 
term may hold an office.  An officer may hold her/his office for no more than two consecutive 
terms. Any member in good standing may volunteer to be a committee chair at any time and 
remain a committee chair for as long as she/he likes. 
 
The Executive Board consists of the five (5) elected officers: President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
Assistant Treasurer and Secretary. The Board of Directors is made up of the Executive Board and 
the chairpersons of all active committees.  
 
 

MEMBER SUBSIDIZED ACTIVITIES 
 

 ANNUAL MEETING and MEMBERSHIP BREAKFAST 
 

At one time, we held semi-annual meetings, as our Officers served 6 month terms and were 
elected in March and September. Many of those breakfasts were held at the Country Club of 
North Carolina and always included guest speakers. Since 2013 when the elections changed to 
once a year, the annual membership meeting has been held each year no later than mid-
September to elect the officers. These meetings are well attended and have lately been held at 
the Pinehurst Country Club Members Club.  Typical turnouts range from 125-150 members. 
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The yearly breakfast meeting includes a generous breakfast buffet with the cost to members 
subsidized from the treasury.  Guest speakers have included a veteran of multiple wars, a 
naturalist familiar with North Carolina flora and fauna, a syndicated writer from The Pilot 
newspaper and PineStraw magazine, a presentation on the history of fox hunting, a representative 
from Weymouth House, the Executive Director of the Givens Library and Tufts Archives and the 
Editor of Our State Magazine among many others. One year we had the Golf Capital Chorus 
present a brief free concert over coffee. Members look forward to the continuous slide show of 
photos from Newcomers’ activities throughout the year. 
 
 MEMBER PICNIC 
Another popular all member activity has been our annual picnic. Since at least 2007, members 
have gathered, typically in late April or early May, to participate in a golf outing and occasionally 
other activities like putting and corn hole contests, Pickleball, and then finishing the day together 
at an informal picnic.  In addition to a casual, catered warm-weather menu and drinks, the picnic 
includes the presentation of prizes for the golf outing, drawings for gift certificates and prizes from 
local merchants. Turnouts of 150 for dinner have been standard. In 2008, the June picnic was held 
at Lake Pinehurst to take advantage of the water activities there. For several years, the picnic was 
held at the pavilion at No. 6 to coincide with the golf location. Since 2016, the picnic has been held 
in the Timmel Pavilion at the Pinehurst Village Arboretum. 
 
 BOWLING AND PIZZA EVENT 
With a very healthy treasury in 2016, the Executive Officers considered adding to our 2 subsidized 
activities and selected an annual bowling and pizza night in 2017. Scheduled in winter months 
when outside activities are more limited, this has proven to be a very popular and well attended 
addition. Participation has numbered 60+ in the first 2 years and we have seen many outstanding 
bowling scores. Bowlers compete for team prizes and individual awards as well. Additionally, 
members had so much fun that after the first year, an ad hoc group formed to have more regular 
bowling fun. 
 

HOLLY BALL DINNER AND DANCE 
 

At one time in its history, Newcomers hosted a private annual Holiday Dinner Dance and 
Fundraiser.  This was one of the few events when a great many members could get together in 
one place, have a grand evening and join in raising funds for local charities.  The efforts to make 
this affair a success began months before its occasion and involved many people.  Funds were 
realized through the direct contributions of the members and the solicitation of services and 
products from local businessmen and women which were offered as raffle or silent auction items.   
 
The Christmas dinner was held at the Pinehurst Resort Members Club in the main ballroom and 
was always well attended.  It was here that the gift raffles and silent auction were held.  All monies 
raised on this evening were donated to The Retired Officers Association (now known as Military 
Officers Association of America) Empty Stocking Fund and The Moore County Foster Children’s 
Fund.  Unfortunately, records for the years 1984 to 1992 have not been found, but for the nine 
years that can be accounted for, over $16,000 was presented to these two organizations.  
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In 2012, language was added to the Newcomers Operating Procedures (an addendum to the By 
Laws) that prohibits the organization from using money from the treasury to support any 
organization or activity outside of Newcomers.  With such a diversity of Newcomers members 
(and divergent preferences, especially related to support for charitable organizations) and so 
many requests from the community for publicity, time, and monetary support, the board agreed 
that the best course of action was to leave choices for charitable activities to individual members.  
Alternatively, there is a list of links on the Newcomers’ web site – 
http://www.newcomersofpinehurst.com/– that connects members to sources of information 
about activities, groups, and opportunities that may be of interest to them. The holiday event 
stopped being a fundraiser at that time.   
 
In order to meet attendance requirements for the best pricing, the Newcomers holiday event was 
combined and organized with PCA No. 6 and ACT II. This worked very well as many attendees were 
members of more than one of the organizations. Eventually ACT II participation decreased. 
 
Newcomers members still look forward to and participate in the holiday dinner dance, now called 
The Holly Ball, which is organized by Newcomers and the Pinehurst No. 6 Community Association 
(PCA No. 6). In March of 2017, the Presidents of the two organizations created a Memorandum of 
Understanding to document the joint working relationship of the two organizations and as 
guidance for the event organizers. 
 
Due to interest level and growth, the event was moved in 2016 to the Carolina Hotel’s Grand 
Ballroom.   
 

ACTIVITIES 

 A wide variety of activities have been held over time reflecting the diverse interests of our 
members. Some activities have been discontinued and new activities created when we have 
enough member interest and persons willing to lead the activity. Ideas for new events have come 
from board discussions, member surveys and individual member suggestions. Whatever the origin, 
new ideas have been welcomed and vetted. The following describes activities that have been held 
and many that are ongoing. 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY   

Adopt-A Highway is a community program to periodically pick up trash along major Pinehurst 
roads. Newcomers participated in this activity in Pinehurst starting in 1989, but at some point 
decided to discontinue our involvement. There are many other organizations that are active and 
that may have led to our decision. 

BOOK CLUBS 

There have been a variety of groups within this activity.  Members meet to discuss previously 
selected books.   Most also include food and drinks in their meetings. A very popular activity for a 
long time, there are currently 11 book groups managed by two co-chairs, and each group has its 
own leader or co-leaders.  Groups range in size from seven to 16 members and meet mid-morning, 
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at lunchtime, or in the evening on a weekday.  Two or three groups include men, but all the others 
are exclusively women. In 2012, Newcomers, ACT II and Neighbors jointly hosted an author 
luncheon that was well attended. 

BREAKFAST GUYS AND GALS (aka Morning Social) 
This “Morning Social” was begun in September 2008 as a monthly gathering at a local restaurant 
to enjoy an early meal and conversations with friends. This activity did not last long. 
 

BRIDGE 

In the earliest days of Newcomers of Pinehurst, bridge was one of the most popular of the 
activities.  There were bridge games available for every level of expertise, including Couples’ 
Marathon Bridge, Ladies’ Monthly Bridge, and Ladies’ Marathon Bridge.  It was reported that up to 
seven tables of players attended some of the sessions. Bridge lessons were even available to 
interested members. Although no longer an official Newcomers activity, we do refer interested 
bridge playing members to local bridge groups. 

BUNCO 

A dice game that requires strictly luck and no skill or strategy, Bunco has caught on among 
Newcomers members!  The first 12-person group formed around 2008, and many members 
volunteered to substitute at the once-a-month games so they would have the opportunity to learn 
how to play.  The second group formed in 2011, and a third in 2015. In 2018, we have seven Bunco 
groups! Groups meet during the day or in the evening. Wine/beverages are usually an essential 
part of the fun. 

 
COFFEE 

Structured as an informal opportunity for members to meet each other, this popular group meets 
each Thursday morning at a local site to enjoy coffee (obviously!) munch and chat.  Attendance 
varies from a dozen to up to 30 depending on weather and other local activities.  Sites have 
included: Pinecrest Inn, Panera Bread, Pinehurst Country Club, Harris Teeter and Pine Scone Cafe. 
Many of our newest members have formed their initial friendships at this event. 
 

CROQUET 

In 2006, members were invited to play croquet at Pinehurst Country Club on a regular basis. 
Eventually, this was phased out. 
 

DINING IN 

Although attractive at one time, Dining In is no longer an official committee managed function. 
This was a monthly event, usually involving thirty to forty people.  The entire group met at one of 
the couples’ homes for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres and provided the opportunity to meet and 
become acquainted with one another.  After the socializing,  groups of eight met at dinner hosts’ 
homes for dinner and what invariably resulted in an evening of good food, good company, a good 
time, and seeds of friendship sown.   
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DINING OUT 

This has been a very popular monthly activity since the inception of the organization.  Over the 
years, members have had the opportunity to dine in some very special eateries in and around 
Pinehurst, Southern Pines, Vass, and Carthage.   Still one of our organization’s most popular 
events, members – both individually and as couples – enjoy evening dining at restaurants that 
have endured and some that have disappeared.  Dining Out is a fabulous opportunity to mingle 
and importantly introduces members to a variety of restaurants and other members who enjoy 
good food and good times. 

FERMENTED FRIDAYS 

On the first Friday of each month, members gather at a host’s home bringing a beverage of their 
choice (typically beer, wine, and soda) and appetizers or desserts to share during an informal 
social time between 6 and 8 p.m.  Committee chairs provide paper goods and plastic tableware. 
Hosts open their homes and may specify whether or not red wine is welcome as well as a limit, if 
any, on the number of participants.  This activity is so popular that members learn early that they 
must reserve their spots quickly after each monthly newsletter is published.  Participation varies 
depending on host limits; however, attendance numbers between 30 and 40 are not unusual. 
 

GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT  

Floral design, Carolina shrimp boils, book talks, a chocolate tasting, makeovers, a scavenger hunt, 
and a mixology event are examples of the diverse activities that our committee chairs have 
arranged for Newcomers women.  Event participation varies by activity and has ranged from a 
handful to over 40 people. 
 

GARDEN CLUB 

Another activity focused on visiting interesting sites within the theme of the group. Some visits were made 
to Cyprus Bend Winery, Juniper Level Botanic Gardens, Big Bloomers, and Gully’s, among others. Over time, 
this activity was phased out as a stand-alone group.  

GOLF 

In the beginning, the playing of golf on a regular weekly basis was primarily a nine-hole round for women.  
Over the years, it evolved to an eighteen-hole round and includes men who now make up the majority of 
players each week. 

GRASSCUTTERS 

Begun as an independent group, Newcomers joined Grasscutters to help build the 
attendance and garner more favored pricing and tee times from courses.  Although many 
golf courses command healthy greens fees, Grasscutters Committee Chairs have been able 
to negotiate very reasonable greens and cart fees, usually considerably below the course’s 
standard fee.  Newcomers’ members have been able to play these courses when they may 
not otherwise have played and at prices much less than the average public player.   
Grasscutters remains the most popular sport shared by Newcomers men and women, with 
an average of over 40 (and occasionally up to 60) players each Tuesday enjoying courses 
within a driving distance of about 75 minutes of Pinehurst.  Over the years, courses have 
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included Southern Pines CC, Pine Needles, Legacy, Mid Pines, Talamore, Whispering 
Woods, Deercroft, Hyland, Tot Hill Farm, Pinewood, Tillery, Cheraw State Park, Bayonet-
Puppy Creek, Beacon Ridge, Dormie Club, Duke, and Asheboro CC. In 2017 alone, 37 
different courses were played at an average cost of $32.02. Grasscutters does not have a 
“tournament” format, but does pay for closest to the pin on the par 3’s for anyone willing 
to invest a $2 fee. Grasscutters is still not exclusive to Newcomers, but the great majority 
of players come from Newcomers ranks. 

NIFTY NINERS 

The Nifty Niners (men and women) played nine holes of golf each week on Mondays.  
Luncheon usually followed play.  The first mention of this activity was in the May 2000 
newsletter.   Newcomers no longer has the Nifty Niners as an activity, although we heard 
that such a group still continues at Knollwood Golf course on Mondays. 

GOLF CLINIC 

Sometime during 1995, the Newcomers of Pinehurst added to the golfing activities by 
entering into an arrangement with Chip King, Director of Golf at the prestigious Pine 
Needles/Mid Pines Resort, venue for the 1996, 2001 and 2007 LPGA Open, to conduct a 
golf clinic for Newcomers members.  Many people have availed themselves of the talents 
of this award-winning golf instructor.  The clinics were discontinued at some point. 

HENS IN THE KITCHEN 

This activity was a monthly get together where a “chef” demonstrated preparation of a favorite 
meal. All attendees contributed to covering the cost of ingredients and then shared a delicious 
meal. This activity was discontinued formally, but some members still gather to share cooking 
experiences and secret recipes. 
 

HISTORY CLUB 
Organized to share the history of the area, members would visit local sites such as the Shaw 
House, Moore County Airport, Aberdeen Train Station, Ft Bragg and other sites. One activity was a 
hayride and tour of the village. We believe this group was merged into the Travel Club activities 
that we know today. 
 
HOME DECORATING 

The group would travel to sites related to decorating such as the Nasher Art Museum and a 
discount fabric center. This activity was discontinued at some point. 
 
LAWN BOWLING 

In 2006, members were invited to try lawn bowling at Pinehurst Country Club on a regular basis 
for competitive matches. Eventually, this was phased out. 
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LUNCH BUNCH 

Usually monthly, members seek out new and interesting restaurants or simply select one of many 
old favorites to enjoy a leisurely lunch.    For several years, Lunch Bunch and Dining Out were 
scheduled to alternate from one month to the next.  Beginning in 2014, Dining Out returned to a 
monthly schedule, and Lunch Bunch has retained its own monthly schedule, although they try not 
to have events the same day.  Attendance is generally smaller than for Dining Out, allowing the 
chairs to select more intimate locations.   

MEN’S POKER 

Men’s poker was first mentioned in the early 1990’s and played into the 2000’s as “Guys’ Night 
Out”.  Men met at each other’s homes to enjoy a game and camaraderie.  Newcomers no longer 
organizes this event on a formal basis; however, we understand that there are groups of 
Newcomers friends who meet regularly for poker nights. 

MEN’S POOL 

This event also had its start in the early 1990’s, and was discontinued after a short time.  Unlike 
poker, it has never made a comeback. 

MAH JONGG 
We are not certain when Newcomers members began forming groups to play the ancient Chinese 
game of tiles; however, a group currently meets at Boyd Library at Sandhills Community College 
once each week to play and socialize.  All levels of players are welcome, including those who are 
just learning the game. 
 
NEW NAGS 
For our equestrian members, this 2006 group focused on horsey related fun. They visited local 
sites, touring horse farms in the area, talking to trainers, etc. This group is no longer active. 
 
RECREATIONAL TARGET SHOOTING 
In 2015, a “Special Interest Group” was formed around target shooting by Bruce Osborn and Skip 
Craske. Most of the activities occur at the John Lentz Hunter Safety Location near Ellery, NC. The 
facility is free for shooting at targets and there is a very nominal fee if you shoot clay birds in 
skeet, trap, or sporting clays ranges. While not an official committee or activity, an invitation to 
interested individuals was sent and a 30+ response was received. A call list is maintained by the 
organizers to schedule group outings. 
 
SINGLES & SOLOS 
It has never been Newcomers’ intention to offer a matchmaking service for our members!  
Instead, the Singles and Solos group was created for Newcomers members without spouses 
(Singles) or for members who sometimes prefer to participate in activities without their spouses 
(Solos).  Formed in 2006, activities have included dining, movies, shows, sports (bowling, croquet, 
and lawn bowls), shopping trips and more. Married couples have sometimes attended with the 
restriction that they mingle and not stick together during the evening. 
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SYMPHONY 
Music lovers banded together to go to the symphony and obtain season tickets at reduced prices. 
Newcomers maintained a liaison position with the North Carolina Symphony. No longer is a 
separate group, the symphony sometimes included in other continuing activities. 
 
TAILGATERS 
Begun in late 2015 by Joe DeRosa, Tailgaters organizes gatherings around sporting events, from 
professional or high school football games, to Kentucky Derby parties, Harness Track Matinee 
Races, Durham Bulls game attendance, Pickleball introductions, lawn bowling demonstrations and 
many more. Newcomers meet to enjoy the activity and socialize. Some members host events in 
their homes, or we attend community or club-organized events.  Attendance varies from a handful 
to several dozen enthusiasts enjoying food, drink, each other’s company, and a sport they love! 
 
TENNIS 
In 2006, members were invited to play tennis at Pinehurst Country Club on a regular basis to fill 
teams for competitive matches. Eventually, this was phased out. 
 
THEATER  
Theater outings were a joint activity for Newcomers and Act II members. Whether the movies or live 
theater at Judson College, this was another nice outing.  The group broke up after Newcomers stopped 
sending members whose terms were up to ACT II. 
 
TRAVEL CLUB  
Initially called “Getting to Know North Carolina,” travel has been a popular activity over the years.  
Many of the early visitations involved long distances from Pinehurst resulting in overnight stays.  
On these occasions a tour bus was used for the transport of members to and from the location.  
Some of the locations were visited many times because of the nature of the membership.  
Examples: Christmas at Weymouth, The Cherokee Indian Reservation and Tribal Casino, the 
Oconaluftee Indian Village, Savannah, Asheville and the Biltmore Estate, Reynolds House and Old 
Salem Christmas Tour, a Mountain day tour to Mabry Mill Blue Ridge, the North Carolina Botanical 
Gardens, Christmas at Biltmore, Historic Salisbury, UNC at Pembroke, The Governor’s Mansion in 
Raleigh, Pinehurst Harness Track, and many more interesting and historic places. 
 
 Renamed the Travel Club,  more recent efforts have focused on day trips exploring our new home 
state of North Carolina, from a close-in windshield tour of the Village of Pinehurst and craft beer 
tasting in Southern Pines; a visit to Fort Bragg and the military museums there; multiple visits to 
the Triangle area (Raleigh – Durham – Cary) to visit museums, see performances, shop, and dine; 
an overnight visit to Asheville that included a tour of Biltmore Mansion; and a day-long visit to 
Lexington that included historic landmarks and an art gallery, an auto racing museum, lunch at a 
BBQ restaurant, and a wine tasting. 
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WALKERS 
Begun as an independent group by Newcomers member Isabella Lang, Walkers welcomed 
Newcomers members to join their morning outings.  Currently, the group meets twice each week, 
and the location varies depending on the season:  Reservoir Park in Southern Pines during hot 
summer weather, Pinehurst Village during cold winter weather.  The number of walkers 
participating on any given day ranges from two to 20 depending on the weather and participants’ 
schedules. Walkers continues as an informal group without an official chair but supported by 
enthusiastic walking members. 
 
WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE 
Another “unofficial” function that was begun in 2014 by Phyllis Hinman, the annual Weight Loss 
Challenge has been a fun and health driven annual activity for Newcomers members interested in 
slimming down with a support group.  Phyllis originally arranged for weigh-ins at the Pinehurst 
Country Club Spa and procured a number of gift prizes from local merchants awarded to the male 
and female who lost the greatest percentage of body weight using whatever program or discipline 
worked best for them.  The weigh-ins were moved to Phyllis’s house and gift certificates are 
distributed at the final weigh in. Each participant contributes $10 for door prizes and monthly 
winnings.   
 
WINE TASTING 
Groups of 10-20 people, both singles and couples, gather every four to six weeks to sip and 
socialize, often with snacks or dinner, around various themes: wines from geographic regions, 
wines by golfers, wines by celebrities, focus on reds, focus on whites, etc.  As new members 
indicate their interest in wine tasting on their membership forms, the co-chairs organize an 
introductory tasting experience to help each new group get started.  After the initial tasting, each 
group may organize their tastings any way they like. At this time there are 12 wine groups 
continuing through this Newcomers’ initiative, and more are forming as our membership grows. 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Interesting notes from the archives: 

 

 In December 2005, Newcomers formed a group to do caroling in Downtown Pinehurst for 
one evening. We’re not sure how it went, and we have no information on an encore the 
next year. 

 

 In 2006 Newcomers held our “First Annual Tea” that included a guitarist from Sandhills 
Community College. The event was held at the Ivy Point Cottage in the Village. There is no 
mention of a second tea. 

 

 In April 2007, Newcomers held a Wine Tasting event that was attended by about 75 
members and supported by Horizon Cellars. This was a fund-raising activity which was 
discontinued. 
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 While Bill May was President during the second half of 2006, the Newcomers Marching 
Kazoo Band - the Newcomer Hummers was founded. The marching Kazoo Band performed 
in a number of Pinehurst holiday celebration parades including the Pinehurst 4th of July 
“Pets and People Parade” in 2007. About 20 members turned out for a good time, but it 
appears that this was the last event. 

 

 Other discontinued activities include: Dining and Dancing, Play Readings and NASCAR. 
Unfortunately, detailed information on those activities is unavailable. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 

In addition to the enjoyable activities conducted by our Committee Chairs, Newcomers has had 
many dedicated volunteers leading our “Administrative” functions. Without these critical roles, 
the organization simply would not be able to function. 

FACEBOOK 

Begun in 2013 by Vicki Hancock, the Newcomers’ Facebook page has been another important 
communication tool for members. Event announcements and photos are shared with members 
who have registered on Facebook to receive them. 
 
PHOTOS 

The Chair encourages Committee Chairs to take pictures at each of their events and forward to 
this central site. Photos are shared on the website, Facebook and a large collection for the year is 
presented at the Annual Meeting. Capturing these happy Newcomer moments has been a great 
way to remind members of the many fun times during the year. 
 

HISTORY 

Started in 2002, capturing important Newcomers’ information, documentation and events for 
posterity has been the role of the History Chair. In addition to collecting information for this 
history document on the website, the Chair collects year-end comments from the outgoing 
President for a separate document- PAST PRESIDENTS, Biographies and Reflections. Also, the Chair 
maintains records of the organization such as Board Minutes. When possible, these records will be 
stored at the Givens Library and Archives. 
 

DATABASE 

When Newcomers became “computerized,” our membership list and information was compiled 
into a database which is now published on our website in the “Members Only” section. The co-
chairs use the information to identify members up for renewal and issue reminder notices. The file 
is also used to create the email lists for Newsletter distribution and eblasts. Prior to the electronic 
member list, printed Member Directories were published annually. Before the website member 
list, Newcomers would print a hard-copy “Blue Book” annually. This was one of the major 
expenses of the organization and phased out when most members had access through their 
personal computers. In addition to member names, the directory included By Laws, committee 
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contacts and other information. Additionally, advertising space was sold to help support 
fundraising for charities. Administering advertising sales and collection of fees proved to be a 
difficult task and was eventually discontinued as well as all fundraising for charity. 
MEMBERSHIP 

Our Membership Chair welcomes new members to the organization as applications are received 
and may be the first contact from Newcomers’ leadership. In addition to sharing the welcome 
message, the Chair contacts all other Committee Chairs to share the specific areas of interest of 
the new member so that those chairs can make contact with the new member. Additionally, the 
Membership Chair is responsible for organizing the new member “Meet and Greet” events, 
working with the President who hosts. At one time, Newcomers would send “greeters” from local 
neighborhoods to meet with new members.  
 

Newcomers’ best source of attracting new members has always been word of mouth from existing 
members! Additionally, Newcomers places a free notice in the Pilot that provides some highlights 
and contacts on a weekly basis. Another important avenue since 2006 is placing our brochures in 
offices of local real estate agents, welcome centers, closing attorneys and welcome packages of 
local communities. 
 

NEWSLETTER 

One of our most important communication functions is publication of the monthly Newsletter. 
Originally mailed to members, the Newsletter went “electronic” in February 2008, thereby saving 
time and considerable production and mailing expense. Chairs share information on their planned 
activities so that members can schedule their month with fun Newcomer events. The Newsletter is 
posted on the website as well as emailed to all members. The Chair also updates the Newcomers 
Calendar on the website and publishes email blasts as needed. The eblasts are usually single-item 
event announcements or reminders to aid members in registering for activities before deadlines 
close, or in case of last minute changes in plans. The Chair works closely with our Webmaster, a 
paid web designer, to create these monthly postings and other changes to the website. 
 

RETENTION 

Begun in 2013 by Alex Porter, our Retention Chair follows up with members whose terms expiring 
to remind them to renew if they so choose. This important process has enabled our organization 
to retain a large number of members, contributing to our overall membership growth and 
significant treasury balance. The gentle reminders to renew are much appreciated and a helpful 
service. 
 

SUNSHINE 

Historically a committee of one, this Chair supports our members by sharing words of 
encouragement, cards or other appropriate expressions when needed. Debbie Brayton has done 
an outstanding job behind the scenes supplying members with contact from the board when 
advised of an issue. As a caring, member-focused organization, we are interested in the welfare of 
all members.  
 



A History of Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area 3/15/2019  Page 15 of 16 
 

 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM HISTORIANS 

Much of the information in this report came from material related to Newcomers of Pinehurst, 
most notably the newsletter and board meeting minutes.  Additionally, we have been aided by 
many of the past Presidents, committee chairs, and other members.  I am also indebted to the 
present and the immediately preceding officers and committee chairs and their associates for 
their input, guidance, and cooperation.  If this report is found to be an acceptable and accurate 
presentation of the Newcomers organization, it will be because of the works and efforts of many 
people.  In the reviewing of the Board meeting minutes, there are literally hundreds of names 
identified with one or more activities.  If all of these names were acknowledged herein, this report 
would take on the weight and length of the United States census report.  The story is based upon 
the history that we found and is the composite work of many.  I simply put some words to the 
melody composed by so many others.  To all who participated, I thank you. 
 
And so, for my part, this journal is respectfully dedicated to the thousands of members who came 
before me.  It is through their efforts that this story can be told.  To those who will follow me in 
the future chapters of the story, I offer you my best wishes and hopes for successes in your 
endeavors. 
Bruce C. Walling, Historian 
Newcomers of Pinehurst – 2002 

 
We are grateful, as the Newcomers group in 2015 – to Bruce Walling for the time and effort he 
spent compiling a wealth of information for the original history document!  After a 12-year hiatus, 
I felt compelled not only to celebrate the 30th anniversary of our lively existence, but to make an 
effort to fill in some gaps.  Thanks to a conscientious committee led by Rita Cioppi, we were able 
to contact many past presidents, organize a reunion breakfast which was held in February of 2015, 
and capture additional insights through interviews and written biographies.  Our reunion event 
was covered in a lengthy article and photo collage in the “Sandhills Scene” section (C) of the 1 
April 2015 issue of The Pilot newspaper and featured on its web site.  Many thanks to Rita and her 
committee for their work:  June Buchele, Kate Hughes, and Lauri Michelich.  Thanks to Dee 
Anderson for transcribing the original hard-copy history document, as well as many past 
presidents’ biographies.  And thanks to Bobbi Amato for laminating the Pilot article to preserve in 
our physical archives.  Finally, many thanks to the board members – officers and committee chairs 
– who make our many Newcomers activities possible and continue to present friendly faces and 
welcoming words to help our members call the Pinehurst area and the state of North Carolina 
their new home. 
Vicki Hancock, President, Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area, 2014-15; History Chair 2015-17 
 
In reviewing the previous work and looking to facilitate future updates, we decided to modify the 
format of the original document and separate the Presidents’ comment section into a standalone, 
companion document. Additionally, I reviewed all prior Board Minutes and monthly Newsletters 
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available to identify as many important historical items as possible. That process was extremely 
interesting and enabled the addition of many activities that are no longer ongoing, but are 
nonetheless a vital part of our history.  We hope it makes for an easily readable and interesting 
document for members. I would especially like to thank Vicki Hancock for her design advice and 
final review. 

 
Mike Fusselbaugh, President, Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area, 2016-17; History Chair 2017-19 


