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The following information was thoughtfully prepared by our Past Presidents to help document and 

commemorate their time in office and the activities of the organization during their terms. 

Originally, Presidents served six-month terms, but that was extended to one year in 2007. Many of 

our Presidents also served in other officer or committee roles and have greatly contributed to the 

success of Newcomers over the years.  

We thank them all for their service and this informative reflection. 
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Mary Bartley, First Elected President, 1985-1987 
Mary Bartley and her husband, Ed, started looking for a place to retire to 
around 1980.  Their quest took them to Florida, to California, and to 
Arizona, but they wanted to enjoy changes of seasons.  They decided to 
look at the Carolinas, and after two or three visits to the Pinehurst area, 
they decided that this was the place. 
 
Mary was born and raised in Green Bay, Wisconsin, and attended St. Mary’s 
of Notre Dame and Marquette in Milwaukee.  Mary’s career in travel began 

in 1955 as a stewardess for Delta Airlines, and she later went into the travel industry, both retail 
and wholesale.  Mary has a daughter, Jeanne Ann, who graduated from the University of Illinois at 
Champaign-Urbana and then went on to law school at DePaul in Chicago. 
 
In 1984, Ed’s career was cut short due to company cutbacks, so they ventured to the Sandhills in 
September of that year and rented a house.  Mary took a position with Small World Travel.  After 
deciding that they wanted to reside in Pinehurst, they purchased a lake lot in November and 
eventually moved into their home in September 1985. 
 
In December 1984, Mary read an article in The Pilot about interest in the organizing of a 
Newcomers group.  Having enjoyed Newcomers in Toledo, she called immediately.  People 
interested in joining called from Carthage, Sanford, and Southern Pines, but the boundary was set 
for Pinehurst.  The first Newcomers get-together was held on December 17, 1984, in the house 
that Bartley’s were renting.  Amid a living room of unpacked boxes, about 30 interested new 
residents to the Pinehurst area had “a great time” with pot-luck food and drinks.  A follow-up 
meeting in January formed the Newcomers of Pinehurst.  Mary Bartley was the first elected 
president. It was subsequently decided that the terms of office would be six months. 
 
While Mary was working at Small World Travel, she had the opportunity to meet many new 
residents and made it a point to suggest that they join Newcomers of Pinehurst. 
 

Betsy Bernard – 1st half of 1987 
Betsy Bernard and her husband, Don, retired to Pinehurst from Houston, 
Texas in 1985.  They were both members of the class of 1946 at Duke 
University and always wanted to come back to North Carolina.  After 
graduation, Don went with Shell Oil Company, and during his career with Shell 
they lived in six different locations in the United States, plus two years in 
Japan and two in Saudi Arabia.  They have three married children and nine 
grandchildren. 
 

Betsy and Don say that they thoroughly enjoyed their eleven years in Pinehurst and feel that their 
association with the Newcomers group made their stay all the more pleasant.  Betsy adds that she 
enjoyed her term as president and the various activities such as evenings at the local dinner 
theatres, progressive gourmet dinners at several homes, round-robin Bridge, and golf 
tournaments. 
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Betsy and Don have been residing at The Forest of Duke in Durham, NC since 1996. 
 
Jane Erdman – 2nd Half of 1988 
Jane originally came from New Jersey.  She moved to Pinehurst because of the beauty of the area, 
the weather, and of course, GOLF. 
 
Jane has two sons.  One lives in Indiana with his wife and three children, and one lives in New 
Jersey with his wife and five children. 
 
Jane’s memory of the Newcomers was that it was a great experience, and she is still enjoying the 
friendships she made while she was a member.  At the time of her presidency there were 
approximately 100+ members. 
 

Dorothy Coleman – 1st half of 1990 
Dorothy Coleman came to the Sandhills in March of 1987.  In her words, 
“Nothing else compared after a visit to Pinehurst.”  She has three grown 
children, two residing in this area.  Dot is a graduate of College of New Jersey 
and taught 2nd and 3rd grades for twenty years. 
 
Dorothy stated that all of her memories of Newcomers are good and that her 
finest achievement with Newcomers had nothing to do with being president.  
She is proud of making so many close friends and having the friendships 

continue beyond Newcomers.  And that very eloquently describes what Newcomers is about. 
 

Marilyn Erickson – 2nd half 1990 
Marilyn Erickson and husband, Barry, left Schenectady, New York in 1989 
and retired to Pinehurst after they “fell in love” with the area.  Marilyn 
says it was the six golf courses that definitely attracted Barry.  Marilyn 
liked the Village and the available ponies for the grandchildren to ride 
when visiting.  They have four children. 
 
Barry graduated from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, and Marilyn left the 

same school after two years to marry and accompany Barry in his naval career. 
 
Newcomers of Pinehurst was their first experience with Newcomers, and it saved Marilyn from 
boredom.  Between the acquaintances Barry made on the golf courses and those made in 
Newcomers, they had a wonderful group of friends from the start.  Grasscutters was started 
before Marilyn was president; however, she was a member of the women’s group from the start.   
 
“None of us played golf before, but Chip King gave us our start.”  It was during Marilyn’s tenure as 
president that Frank Marinace started a men’s “Grasscutter” group.  Marilyn adds in her brief bio 
that they have never regretted, not for a moment, their move to Pinehurst, and are grateful to 
have found this utopia when they did. 
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Anna Leib – 1st half of 1991 
Anna originally came from Levittown, New York. She is married to 
Charles and has three children, Douglas, Judith and Charles, Jr.  Anna 
and her husband saw a small article in the 1978 Golf Digest about 
Pinehurst. They flew down for a weekend, were wined and dined, and 
played two rounds of golf.  They listened to a promotion from 
Diamondhead owners and before flying home that Sunday, purchased 
property and a club membership. They subsequently moved to 
Pinehurst June 1, 1989. 
 

Anna served a six-month term as President of Newcomers in 1991.  Arline Marinace was her Vice 
President. Anna also served on the Dining Out and Adopt-A-Highway committees during her 
membership. She thoroughly enjoyed her time in Newcomers and the lasting friendships it 
created. 
 

Muriel Evert – 1st half of 1992 
Muriel Evert was originally from Hauppauge, Long Island, NY.  Muriel and 
her husband had two daughters, Karen and Lori, and they also have one 
grandson, Chris. Muriel’s spouse passed away on December 3, 2013.  A 
friend of theirs raved about Pinehurst, which encouraged them to make 
the move.  Golf was also a big factor.  
  
Muriel served as President of Newcomers for a six-month term from 

January to June 1992. Virginia Cialdella was the Vice-President at that time. The Newcomers group 
consisted of 185 members. 
 
Muriel always enjoyed “dressing up” and attending the dances at the Country Club.  She made 
many friends in those years, and she still enjoys them. 
 

Erica Proctor – 2nd half of 1992 
Erica and her husband, Ernie, originally came from Fremont, California and 
are the proud parents of two children.  Daughter Janice is married to Jay 
Schaefer, and son Randy is married to Ann Proctor. 
 
The Proctors moved to the Pinehurst area for the small-town atmosphere, 
the warm culture, their many friends here, and GOLF.  
 
Erica’s term as President was from July 1992 thru December 1992, and 

Louise Daley was Vice President at the time. At that time there were approximately 50 members.  
Erica’s committee responsibilities included serving coffee for new members, participating on the 
highway cleanup committee, and leading a book group.  Accomplishments during Erica’s tenure 
were starting a couples’ book group in the evenings and initiating the Getting to Know North 
Carolina activities. 
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The wonderful camaraderie and friendships made in Newcomers that have lasted “forever” are 
vivid memories Erica has of her time in Newcomers. 
 

Nancy Heilman – 1st half of 1994 
Nancy was born, raised and educated in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  She 
taught for 32 years and had a successful career until she and her 
husband, Stewart visited Pinehurst in 1985 to play golf.     A subsequent 
visit in 1989 sealed their fate…they loved the area and wanted to retire 
here, which they did in 1992.  They joined Newcomers of Pinehurst 
quickly and made lots of good friends, some of whom remained their 
good friends twenty-three years later. 
 

Nancy was elected Vice President to Louise Dailey in the spring of 1993 and took over as President 
in December of that year through June of 1994.  Most of the committees were established by 
then, so her job was easy.  Nancy had a great Board of energetic and committed people, and they 
enjoyed planning events for the members. 
 
Nancy had many wonderful memories, especially of the Dining In events.  Table conversations led 
to serious discussions at times, but they never did solve the problems of the world.  Nancy is 
happy that this group survived and is celebrating thirty years of social promotion. 
 

Cynthia Strecker – 1st half of 1995 
Cynthia and Roger Strecker joined Pinehurst Country Club in 1979 and 
moved here from Weston, Connecticut in 1993.  Cynthia’s education 
includes Grover Cleveland High School in Caldwell, New Jersey, and 
Upsala College in East Orange, New Jersey. 
 
Cynthia was, and continues to be at the time this was written, very active 

in Pinehurst.  She was secretary to the Board of Governors of the Members Club from 1994-1995 
and a Governor from 1995 to 1999.  The Pinehurst Civic Group elected her to the Board of 
Directors for the term 1998-2001.  She has sung with the Moore County Choral Society and the 
Note-A-Belles since she arrived in 1993, and has served on the Board of Directors for the Choral 
Society. 
 
Having joined the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution in Connecticut in 1979, 
she transferred her membership to the Temperance Smith Alston DAR chapter in Pinehurst shortly 
after moving here. In the year 2000, she was elected Regent. 
 
The highlights of her presidency of Newcomers include a square dance, complete with a caller 
from South Carolina, and a harvest dinner.  She was the first president to have a man (Lee Grant) 
as Vice President. 
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Lee Grant - 2nd half of 1995 
Newcomers provided the friendships and comradery that we were all 
hoping to find when we moved here. 
 
When we joined Newcomers, we immediately found a large number of 
new arrivals to Pinehurst (like ourselves), that were interested in 
finding new friendships in an unfamiliar setting. And Newcomers was 
the answer to that quest. 
 
After a short time of involvement with the group, I was approached by 
Nancy Heilman, to consider becoming the first male president of the 
organization. With a little coaching I agreed and the experience for me 

and my wife, Joanie, was wonderful. We became friends with a whole bunch of Newcomers. And 
to this day some of our very best friends were folks we met in Newcomers. 
 
Some have passed away others have moved away but we still have a core of friends from those 
early days 24 years ago. 
 
We wish all the members of Newcomers the Joy and warmth that new friendships bring into your 
lives. 
 
Continued Blessings for all you do to make this such a wonderful community to live in. 

 
Janet Lowry - 1st half of 1996  
Janet Lowry followed Lee Grant as President.   Janet and Burlin Lowry 
moved here from Cary, NC in 1992.  Janet grew up in Yorktown, Virginia 
and holds degrees from Lynchburg College (Virginia); The College of 
William and Mary; and Duke University.  Janet, a retired NC educator, 
opened the first two charter schools in Moore County: MAST which was 
renamed The Academy of Moore County and STARS. Both schools are 
doing well at this time.  Janet was not affiliated with them after their first 
year of operation where she served as Director at MAST and Finance 
Officer at STARS.  Janet joined the Board of Directors for TAMC in 2017 
and serves as its Secretary. 

 
Janet continues to active at the Village Chapel, an interdenominational church where she has 
served on the Church Board 2 three-year terms and was Recording Secretary for 6 years in 
between her terms on the Board. She formerly sang in both Sunday choirs and played in the bell 
chime choir. She has taught adult Sunday School and was President of Women of the Chapel. 
 
 Janet works part time at Habitat for Humanity where she served on the Board as a Director, 
Secretary and President. She has been involved with this affiliate for 25 years. 
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As President of Newcomers, Janet instituted beginning golf instruction and several other golf 
clinics taught by a local pro. Burlin, now deceased, was a native of North Carolina.  He enjoyed 
organizing bus trips to a Durham Bulls baseball game and other outings to share his home state. 
 

Martha O’Conner – 2nd half of 1997 
Martha and her husband Bart were active members of Newcomers and the 
Pinehurst community. She said that they may have belonged to one of the most 
active and productive Newcomers groups ever! They continued to actively 
engage with members of their “class” well after completing their time with 
Newcomers. Many of her close Newcomer’s friends also went on to leadership 
positions within the village.  

Martha and Bart served as co-chairs of the village’s Beautification Committee 
for many years and are credited with numerous efforts to improve the village. In 
addition to Newcomers, she served as President of the Donald Ross Association 

and two terms on the board of the Pinehurst Civic Group where she and Bart were honored with 
the Pinehurst Civic Group Distinguished Service Award. Martha also served two terms as president 
of the Arc of Moore County and was on the boards of the Moore Historical Association and the 
English Speaking Union. 

Robert Tweed, 1st half of 1998 
Robert and Lorraine originally came from Lake Forest, Illinois.  His family 
consists of two children, five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, 
with two more on the way in 2015. 
 
The Tweeds moved to Pinehurst for golf and the lovely surroundings.  
Robert served as President in the first half of 1998 for a six-month term.  
Shirley Davis was Vice President during his term. 
 

During his membership, Robert served on the Getting to Know North Carolina committee in 
Newcomers and Tar Heel Travelers committee in Act II. 
 
One of the accomplishments the group made during this term was that the Pinewild neighborhood 
was included for membership in Newcomers. 
 
The Mystery Bus Trip, scheduled for the day after 9/11 is a vivid memory that Robert remembers.  
Everyone showed up, and we had a wonderful time visiting Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 
 

Shirley A. Davis – 2nd half of 1998 
Shirley A. Davis and her husband, Arthur, are natives of Boston, 
Massachusetts.  They have been married for 47 years and have two sons.  
Their first two years of retirement were spent on Cape Cod.  However, the 
weather and ambience of Pinehurst lured them south.  Arthur is a retired 
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engineer from Raytheon Company, and Shirley worked many years as a laboratory technician.   
 
Shirley became President of Newcomers in September of 1998 after serving as chairperson for 
several Newcomers’ committees.  She and Arthur are happy to be in Pinehurst, not only for the 
charm of this Village, but also for its wonderfully caring people. 
 

Terry Guttrich – 2nd half of 1999 
Terry Guttrich was born in Alma, Michigan, went to high school in Gladwin, 
Michigan, and graduated from Central Michigan University in 1957.  He 
worked for Firestone Tire and Rubber and then moved to Dow Chemical 
Company and stayed for 35 years before his retirement in 1998. 
 
Terry and his wife, Bonnie, have four grown children and have lived in 

Pinehurst since 1998 and enjoy being here very much. 
 
During Terry’s term of office with Newcomers, he helped start the Road Rally which has been a 
fairly regular event.  He also helped with Grasscutters and served as Vice President.  His service 
with Newcomers of Pinehurst led to a committee job with Sandhills Community College for three 
years.  Terry found being the President of Newcomers a fun job and had fantastic support from his 
officers.  All officers and committee chairs were very talented people. 
 

Phyllis Clark – 1st half of 2002 
I was born and raised in Michigan.  After graduating from Michigan State 
University (1961), I taught for two years in Farmington. The following 
summer I moved to Hayward, California, and worked in education in the 
Bay Area as both a teacher and administrator for the next 36 years.  In 
1965, I met and married my husband, Gary, also a teacher and a coach.  
We lived in Pleasanton and Danville, where we raised our two children, 
Sean and Shannon, until we came to Pinehurst to enjoy our retirement. 

 
In 1992, we decided it was time to seek a place for retirement.  We traveled over 25,000 miles 
during the next five years before arriving in Pinehurst to vacation at the Carolina Hotel.  We fell in 
love with what we came to think of as “The Carmel of the East Coast,” bought our lot in Pinewild 
that week, and began to design our dream home.  We arrived here in late July 2000 to oversee the 
completion of our home and immediately joined Newcomers.  This was our first move in over 25 
years, so we needed a way to make new friends and become acquainted with our community.  We 
now have our first grandchild, Miranda, who lives with her parents, Sean and Danica, in Dublin, 
California.  Her aunt, Shannon, resides in Phoenix, Arizona.  Our family gives us an excuse to go 
visit, not only them, but friends we left on the west coast.  Needless to say, our expectations were 
more than surpassed.  We have found the experiences we’ve had with Newcomers to be both 
rewarding and satisfying.  We’ve made many close friendships which will survive for many years to 
come.  And, we hope you’ll agree in time that this was a wonderful respite.  We would encourage 
those of you who follow us to get involved and to participate in as many activities as you can.  
Your two years will be over before you know it, and there will be wonderful times to remember. 
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Curtis Richardson – 2nd half of 2002 
Curtis Richardson was born in Larkspur, Marin County, California.  He is 
married to Kathleen and has four children, all daughters, Angel, Dawn, 
Shelly, and Joey, who have given him, to date, seven grandchildren.  Curtis 
is a retired Fire Captain after 31 years of service, a Vietnam War veteran, 
and has been involved in many aspects of golf, both playing and 
administration. 
 

Curtis is proud of the contributions he made to the Newcomers organization during his tenure as 
president, most notably initiating the preparation of job descriptions for the officers and 
committee chairs, end-of-term reports, developing “Standing Rules” and other guidelines to assist 
daily operations, production of a web site and initial development of computer and email 
database through our Membership Interest Committee.  In Curtis’s words, “None of these issues 
could have been accomplished without the efforts and dedication of the Board Members.” 
 
“There is not a ‘finest hour’ during my VP or Presidency, but an accumulation of many hours with 
and meeting the ‘finest’ people one could know.  I can only hope that I have made a positive 
impact on the organization, but it is truly my reward and pleasure to be associated with this 
outstanding group and lifelong friends. 
 
“My wife, Kathleen, and I will miss all the outstanding events and activities, the catalyst that brings 
so many people together.  After two years of active participation in many activities, we graduate 
soon, to hopefully greener pastures.  It feels like retiring again, and this will be missed.  We wish 
all current and future Newcomers the very best.” 
 

Peter Hanly – March-August of 2004 
Pete originally came from Naperville, Illinois. He is married to Bonnie, has 
four children, a whole bunch of grandchildren, and two great grandchildren. 
The reason he moved to Pinehurst was his love of golf. 
 
Pete served as President of the Newcomers for a six-month term from March 
1, 2004 through August 31, 2004. Doris Gwinn was his Vice President. At the 

time Peter was president, there were 379 Newcomer Members. The Board also decided to extend 
the membership to three years as an option and created the Goods and Services Directory. 
 
Pete also served on the Garden Club, Newsletter, and Adopt-A-Highway committees prior to 
becoming President of Newcomers.  
 
Pete had great memories of playing bridge and is still playing bridge with former Newcomers 
these eleven years. 
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Marijanet Doonan – 2004-2005 
Marijanet Doonan, MD, was originally from Guadalajara, Mexico.  She came to 
Pinehurst with her spouse, Roy, and they do have children.  Marijanet did a 
web search, and after many years in the balmy weather of Mexico, they did 
not want to go back to snow, although they did consider returning to New 
York City. 
 
Marijanet served as President of the Newcomers for a one-year term in 2004 - 

2005. Pauline Roe was the Vice-President at that time. 
Marijanet served on a number of committees during her membership years: gardening; history; 
Fractured Fridays; welcome; and writing.  Newcomers had many new members and was the 
largest group up to that time. It was decided to expand the membership throughout Moore 
County and a third-year membership was added which some people wanted…no one desired 
longer.  New committees were formed such as Moore history; shopping; Fractured Fridays; 
writing; music; and gardening, which became more current with trips to local gardens, including 
the Pinehurst Club Nurseries. The membership during her tenure as President was 500+. 
 
Marijanet had wonderful memories to share of fabulous people who had a great time learning 
about the area and meeting many great friends.  It was great that people were also new to the 
area. It was fun finding things together with new neighbors. 
 

Betty Mangum – 1st half of 2006 
Betty Mangum originally came from the Lumbee Tribe in Pembroke, 
North Carolina, where she grew up.  She lived in five or six different states 
prior to moving back to North Carolina where she resided in Cary and 
Raleigh until it became too crowded, and then she decided to move to 
Pinehurst. Betty has a daughter living in Sydney, Australia, and a son in 
Holly Springs, NC. She also has five- and thirteen-year-old grandsons.  
Once Betty settled in Pinehurst, she joined the Newcomers of Pinehurst 
and loved it. 

 
Betty was the Director of Indian Education; she taught school working with Title I children for the 
State of North Carolina.  Betty was a political advocate. 
 
Betty served a six-month term in the first half of 2006 as President of the Newcomers group. It 
was a very active group back then. Some of the Newcomer events at that time: 
 
Dining In and Dining Out, which were held at someone’s house with a limit on attendance;  bridge; 
garden club; golf; home decorating; girls’ night out; travel club around NC; antique group; 
Fermented Fridays (very successful); book club.  The sewing group taught knitting and crochet.  Bill 
May and his wife came to the coffee group and later became co-chairs of the Theater Group. They 
divided Pinehurst in 10-acre areas, and when newcomers came to Pinehurst, the group assigned 
to that area visited them and made them welcome. The membership committee would seek out 
realtors and find new residents they could visit and welcome.  
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Betty’s memories of the Newcomers Group were truly enlightening. 
 

William (Bill) May – 2nd half of 2006 
William (Bill) May originally came from the Washington, D.C. area – 
Southern Maryland.  Bill and his wife Donna have two daughters and three 
grandchildren (two girls and one boy). 
 
Donna’s parents built a home in Pinehurst in 1978.  Bill and his family visited 
them many times and got to know the Pinehurst area pretty well. It became 

the “natural” place to retire. 
 
Bill served as President of the Pinehurst Newcomers from September 2006 to March 2007. Rick 
Riordan was the Vice-President at that time. 
 
Bill remembered one large issue that Newcomers dealt with in 2006. He recalled that in 2005 and 
2006 the booming housing market, and the onset of the first wave of retiring “baby-boomers,” 
brought a large wave of new retirees to Pinehurst. Newcomers had a problem of uncontrolled 
success! Newcomer’s membership was very large, and there was great competition to sign up for 
a number of events, such that there were times when members could not attend some events due 
to oversubscription. There was a vocal faction that suggested that Newcomers limit its 
membership only to residents of Pinehurst, in spite of evidence that suggested that residents of 
Southern Pines or Aberdeen were not the cause of the oversubscription. The board agreed to 
study the issue for six (6) months, and ultimately the concern was de-fused . . . and the economy 
fixed the problem without restricting the membership. 
 
The other “crowning achievement" of his six-month term was the founding of the world-class 
Marching Kazoo Band - the Newcomer Hummers! The marching Kazoo Band performed in a 
number of Pinehurst holiday celebration parades, barely missing the cut for the Macy’s Day 
Parade in 2007! 
 

Rick Riordan - 2007-2008 

Rick and Jeanie Riordan moved full-time to Pinehurst in August 2005, after 
having visited on and off since buying a condo here in 2004.  Both Rick and 
Jeanie grew up in central Connecticut, and lived in Southern California for 10 
years prior to moving to Pinehurst.  They have been members of Pinehurst 
Resort since 2004. Rick served as President in 2007-2008 time frame, 
succeeding Bill May. 

Since moving to Pinehurst Rick has been active in Newcomers and ACT2, serving as Vice President 
and President in both organizations.  Rick also practiced Real Estate for several years (still 
maintains license), as well as worked full-time for several small private Government contractors in 
Fayetteville, Southern Pines, Cary and Apex.  He still occasionally does consulting work for clients.  



Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area Presidents, 3/15/2019  Page 12 of 21 
 

Rick volunteered at times for Habitat for Humanity, AARP Tax Aide, and the Sunrise Theatre.  He 
has also been a member of the Pinehurst Civic Group. 
During the time frame of Rick's term he also remembers Newcomers struggled with growth and 
the inclusion of Pinehurst versus Moore County residents, plus the term of Newcomers.  There 
was much discussion about how inclusive Newcomers was, or should be, and whether the term 
should be reviewed (was 2 years, one year option).  It was a vibrant organization at that time and 
there was no lack of residents wanting to join.  Ultimately it was determined Newcomers should 
be all inclusive to other members outside Pinehurst.  And term should remain, so individuals could 
participate for up to 3 years. 
 

Sheldon (Shelly) Rappaport – 2008-2009 
Shelly and Sheila originally came from New Jersey, Florida before 
coming to North Carolina. His arrival to Pinehurst, he says, was sort of 
an accident.   
 
The Rappaports have three daughters – one in Seven Lakes, one in New 
Jersey, and one in New York. 
 
Shelly served two six-month terms, from March 2008 to March 2009, 

with Jack Woods as his Vice President.  The organization’s name was changed to Newcomers of 
the Pinehurst Area during this time period.  
 

Cathy Rettig – 1st half of 2009 
Cathy and her husband, Michael, originally came from Las Vegas, Nevada 
(Sin City to the Bible Belt).  They are the parents of two girls and two 
boys:  Eric, Paul, Shannon, Beth and seven grandchildren. 
 
The Rettig's settled in this area due to Michael’s job at Ft. Bragg. 
Cathy’s term as President was for six months in 2009 with Bill Berger as 
her Vice President. She served on the Fermented Fridays committee and 
as a hostess at Newcomer functions.  During this time the membership 

was extended to a five-year stay.  Originally, it was a two-year membership, and then members 
typically moved to Act II. 
 
Her most vivid memory during her term is a great picnic at No. 6 with over 100 people attending. 
 

Bill Berger – 2009-2010 
Bill Berger and his spouse, Bonnie, originally came from Montgomery, AL. 
They have two children who are both married and living in North Carolina. 
The reason they moved to Pinehurst was to be closer to their children. 
 
Bill served as President for a one-year term from 2009 to 2010. His wife 
Bonnie served as treasurer. Prior to his presidency, Bill served on the By 
Laws Committee.  Bill LiVolsi was Vice-President at that time. 
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 During Bill’s Presidency, the By Laws Committee amended to extend membership length to five 
years, with the last two years a joint membership with Act II.  During these last two years, 
membership fees were shared with Act II.  They re-started the summer picnics after several 
missing years.  To encourage participation, member cost was reduced and the event was catered 
instead of asking members to bring dishes.  A small combo provided music.  The location was 
changed from Lake Pinehurst Marina to the No. 6 Pavilion. Attendance overflowed, and we ran 
out of food.  During this time, there were 200 members in the Newcomers Group. 
 

Bill LiVolsi – 2010-2011 
My wife, Barbara, and I moved here from Norwalk, Connecticut in 2007.  
Before retiring, I owned a company in Bridgeport that designed and 
manufactured production welding systems.  After closing the business, we 
wanted to get away from the high cost of living and the long, cold 
Connecticut winters.  We selected Pinehurst primarily because our 
daughter Jeanette Mendence and her family live in Southern Pines.  We 
also have a daughter, Barbara Conlin, who still lives in Connecticut. 
 
I succeeded Bill Berger as Newcomers President, and Kathy Cambreleng 

was my Vice President.  She chose not to succeed me as President, and Peg Bell became President 
after me.  I served two six-month terms, from September 2010 to September 2011.  At the time, 
we elected officers twice a year at general membership meetings held in March and September.  
We amended the By Laws to change the Treasurer’s term from six months to one year to improve 
accounting and auditing efficiency.  There was no web site at the time, and much of our data was 
in hard-copy form.  Dee Anderson, through a lot of dedicated effort, developed and maintained 
our membership database.  This is about the time we started our efforts to create a web site.   
 
Membership in Newcomers was limited to three or four years.  Traditionally, members moved on 
to Act 2 after leaving Newcomers.  We made some changes to the By Laws to lengthen 
membership limits and to allow simultaneous membership in both organizations to make the 
transition easier.  Monthly board meetings were held at the Pinehurst Fire Station on Magnolia 
Road.  We have many happy memories of adjourning to Maxie’s for dinner following our 
meetings. 
 

Peg Bell – 2011-2012 
Peg Bell was originally from Ohio.  She moved to Florida for a while before 
she decided to come to Pinehurst. Peg has two sisters living in Chicago, 
Illinois, and one brother living in Boston, Massachusetts.  Peg came to 
Pinehurst to be near to her sister and loved the Village immediately, so she 
decided to make Pinehurst her home. 
 
Peg served as President of the Newcomers for a one-year term in 2010 – 
2011.  During her membership in Newcomers, Peg served on the 
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Membership Committee, Coffee Group, and Dining Out. The By Laws were also updated during 
her Presidential term.  There were approximately 200 members enrolled at that time.  Peg felt her 
time volunteering for Newcomers was the best part of her life. 
 

Alex Porter – 2012-2013 
Alex served as President from September 2012 – September 2013.  Alex 
and his wife, Trudi, originally came from Elmira, New York, where they 
lived from 1977 until their move in October 2009. Prior to Elmira, they 
lived in Worcester, MA, Alex’s hometown. Alex’s family includes twin sons, 
one in Philly and one in Raleigh.  Each of their children has three children. 
 
The Porters wanted to retire to a warmer climate and be near their sons 
and families.  Since they were golfers, Pinehurst appeared to be a good 

location and is far better than they ever anticipated. 
 
At the time he served, the Newcomers’ presidency had been changed from a six-month to a one-
year term.  Debbie Brayton, who was Vice President at the time, chose not to serve as President.  
Tina Arno, who was Secretary, succeeded Alex as President.  Alex and Trudi have been very active 
in Newcomers.  Alex served as Treasurer from September 2011 to September 2012 and served on 
Picnic Committee, co-chaired the Holly Ball planning committee, and co-chaired Fermented 
Fridays.   
 
His most special memory, which seems very insignificant, was at the picnic shortly after he 
became President. The prior picnic had been cancelled due to lack of interest. Somehow we were 
able to attract over 70 people for this Picnic. There were a lot of activities planned by a very active 
committee, and the weather was ideal. It appeared to him that a good time was had by all, as 
many members told him they had a wonderful time, but two couples in particular struck a chord 
with him. The first was a couple who, up to that time, after two years of membership and never 
seen at a Newcomers event, suggested that we have a picnic twice a year. They since have 
become very active members in Newcomers. The second couple had just moved to the area, and 
this was their first activity. Alex met them toward the end of the picnic. They proceeded to tell him 
that they had a wonderful time, met wonderful people and they were thrilled to be members of 
the community. Although both these incidents appeared to be rather insignificant, it was an 
evening that made him realize that Newcomers, as an organization, was succeeding at its mission. 
 
The most important achievement of Newcomers during his Presidency had to do with a By Law 
change. For the previous 25 years, Newcomers’ maximum term of membership went from two to 
three to five years, increasing as fewer people moved to the area. Despite an increase in 
membership just prior and during his Presidency, there was a strong attitude change and a desire 
to continue membership for longer than the five-year maximum. After some careful evaluation by 
the Board, a By Law was introduced and strongly supported by membership to extend length of 
membership for an unlimited period.  The board also agreed that it was no longer necessary to 
transition from Newcomers to ACT II.  Alex believes we have had close to 60% Retention for the 
two years since that By Law change. 



Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area Presidents, 3/15/2019  Page 15 of 21 
 

During his year as President, Alex recalls the membership numbers increasing from about 225 to 
about 260 members. This increase and all the success that Newcomers has had was not 
necessarily due to Presidents but due to strong Boards and enthusiastic Committees and 
Committee Chairs.  We have become a GREAT organization serving a great community! 
 

Tina Arno – 2013-2014 
Tina Arno and her husband, George, relocated to Pinehurst from 
Canastota, NY. They have two daughters, Kami and Jennifer, and five 
grandchildren. They feel very lucky that all are located in North Carolina. 
 
They had been traveling to North Carolina while one daughter was in 
college here. Pinehurst gave them the small hometown feeing that they 
were accustomed to. The numerous golf courses in the county were a 
definite draw for George. 

 
Tina was President from September 2013 to September 2014. The Vice President during her term 
was Vicki Hancock.  In the years she has been a part of Newcomers, she was also co-chair of Dining 
Out and served as the Recording Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
During her tenure, Newcomers grew as an organization. Terri Watt started putting pictures on the 
web site in photo albums that members could enjoy as they traveled throughout their new state. 
James and Gloria Polakof organized Games & Goodies nights. While the event was not able to 
happen every month, different members have offered it at their homes. Phyllis Hinman started 
slimming us down with a weight-loss group. Alex Porter started as Retention Chair to encourage 
members to renew their membership. Tommy McDonell wrote articles for The Pilot to promote 
our organization.  
 
Small social groups also started to form. Joan Sondag started a Happy Hour on Fridays. Patti O’Day 
started to inform a group of women about movies that are playing at the area cinema for a 
Tuesday Matinee group. She even included movie trailers for the group to view. Not to be 
outdone by the women, Tony Faranetta saw his dream realized when a poker group was formed. 
Bob Eater decided that if women were having Bunco, he was having Bunco Boys. They met for 
dinner on nights their wives were playing Bunco. He also coined the phrase “First Dude” for Tina’s 
husband. 
 
In her year as President, the organization exceeded her hopes. When she became President, she 
thought there was nothing to do, that all had been accomplished. Was she wrong! It was like the 
group took on a life of its own. If she thought it, it happened. We had a membership of under 200, 
and in one year we grew to over 300.  
 
Tina enjoyed her year as President and treasures all the new friends she has made. 
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Vicki Hancock – 2014-2015 
Vicki and her husband, Phil Cartun, moved to Pinehurst on 1 May 2011, 
the day after he retired from his career in government service.  He 
wanted to live in a place where they would rarely have to shovel snow 
and where he could play golf every day for the rest of his life.  Vicki was 
looking for a community in which she could spend as much time as 
possible living an active, outdoor life.  Since moving to Pinehurst, she has 
started to learn to play golf – a lifetime pursuit – and has discovered 
pickleball, a lively counterpoint to golf.  A schedule filled with 

volunteering responsibilities assures that she gives back to her adopted community.  She enjoys 
seeing and doing and learning about everything that Pinehurst and our new home state of North 
Carolina have to offer. 
 
She served as President for a one-year term, from mid-September 2014 to mid-September 2015.  
Lauri Michelich was Vice President.  Before being elected President, she started Newcomers’ 
board service as the Communications Chair, working on the monthly newsletter, restructuring the 
member database from listings by couple to listings by individual, and handling email blasts to the 
membership.  She then accepted the Vice President’s position, in which she updated the 
committee chair position descriptions and organized the Spring golf outing and picnic as well as 
the Fall membership breakfast and annual meeting.  
 
During her term as President, Newcomers built and launched a new web site with many more 
features than we’ve ever had before.  Thanks to Parker Wallman of Wallman Design, as well as 
many hours of volunteer work by Amy Walters and Margie Doolin, Newcomers has a resource that 
will serve the group for a long time.  Newcomers launched a Facebook page, its first social media 
site.  Monica Converse, a new member of Newcomers, volunteered to keep the page up-to-date 
and lively.  Newcomers began tracking attendance at all events and activities.  This has helped the 
board observe and explain patterns of participation as well as address issues when they arise.  All 
committee chairs contributed to this effort.  Newcomers more actively invited members to join 
the board at its monthly meetings to observe and perhaps decide to participate as volunteers.  
And, Newcomers continued a tradition of dining after each monthly board meeting – inviting 
spouses, partners, and other members to participate.  By the end of her term, membership had 
grown to about 450 members. 
 
Newcomers celebrated our 30th anniversary during Vicki’s term.  One landmark event was inviting 
as many past presidents as we could locate to come together at a reunion breakfast at the Pine 
Crest Inn in the Village of Pinehurst.  Rita Cioppi chaired the committee that organized this highly 
successful event. It attracted 20 past presidents and was covered extensively in the 1 April 2015 
issue of The Pilot newspaper.  Rita and her committee interviewed and collected brief biographies 
from many past presidents, and they were used to update the only historical document ever 
found about Newcomers’ history, a hard-copy booklet covering the organization’s founding 
through 2002. 
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Vicki was the first Vice President in three cycles to move to the President’s position.  Her three 
predecessors were not interested in leading the organization, and that created a challenge for the 
organization.  Newcomers had the same challenge filling the Vice President and President 
positions for 2015-16, and after talking with many potential officers, two candidates, both skilled 
and enthusiastic, stepped forward.  
 
Vicki reflects that “it’s been most satisfying to continue to meet our newest members and learn 
how helpful our organization has been as they form their closest friendships while learning about 
our new home state.  It’s also been very helpful to invite longer-term members to stay on in 
Newcomers.  They are enthusiastic about meeting newer members and acting as rich sources of 
information about the area.  It’s also been satisfying to find and recruit volunteers to serve in 
committee positions who have both the enthusiasm and the skills suited for those positions.” 
 

Joe DeRosa – 2015-2016 
Joe and his wife, Anne, moved to Pinehurst on 1 July 2013. They fit the 
description of “Halfbacks” as they transitioned from the Mid-Hudson Valley of 
New York to Boca Raton, Florida in 2005, where they worked in Anne’s brother’s 
newly developed company for five years, having completed 35-year careers as 
educators.  
During that time, Joe was recruited to coach youth baseball in Florida. Shortly 
after that, he began spending part of his summers in Italy, providing instruction 
and coaching for the Federation of Italian Baseball. Anne traveled to Italy as well, 
including part of a five-month commitment in 2011. It was at that time that they 

decided to retire for a second time, leave Florida, return to their New York home and set their 
sights on a permanent retirement location. They explored several options and fell in love with 
Pinehurst after visiting for the first time in March 2013. 
 
Joe and Anne fell in love with the quaint village, medical facilities, volunteer opportunities, mild 
four seasons, and of course, Pinehurst Country Club. They embraced their new home in the 
Pinehurst No. 6 development.  Having received a recommendation from their realtor, they joined 
a group called Newcomers.   
 
As Joe reflects on the day when he was asked to serve in a leadership capacity for this 
organization, he thought about it for a short while then did not hesitate to accept the challenge.  
Having benefited from the social interaction through venues such as coffee groups, Fermented 
Fridays, wine tastings, Dining Out, just to name a few, he felt that when the time came to give 
something back to the organization, he would answer the call. 

That brought him to September 2015 and the start of his term as Newcomers President. He hoped 
to follow his predecessors by providing the necessary leadership that would allow the organization 
to offer the best venue for information, entertainment, and social interaction.  

Joe encouraged the growing membership to consider “self-starter” groups built around common 
interests. From this concept, Tailgaters was created when he was asked by a member if the 
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organization was able to offer social activities around sporting events and pull members together 
through their respective support of selected sports teams. He started off with a survey of 
membership interest is sports teams, followed by social events built around a significant sporting 
events. As it grew in popularity, he decided to make it an official Newcomers offering. 

Joe also took over the responsibility of maintaining the member database in January 2016 before 
turning it over to a new member in July.  

At a time of year when one pauses and reflects on all that is good in his life, Joe gives special 
thanks that he somehow found Pinehurst, the Sandhills, and this incredible organization that 
welcomed him with open arms into their community.  He is indebted to all that make this 
organization a very special part of his life and the life of others. He is especially thankful that he 
was accepted to serve as the President of the organization.  

Joe feels strongly that the Newcomers organization provides the members with a great 
opportunity to expand the degree of diversity in their lives. New acquaintances and friends teach 
us about life from various parts of our vast country and the world. They bring new ideas and 
curiosities to share within our social interactions. We should continue to respect and grow from all 
that is new to us. 

Mike Fusselbaugh – 2016-2017 

Mike Fusselbaugh was elected President on September 10, 
2016, after serving a year as Vice President. Mike and his wife 
Agnes purchased a lot in Pinehurst in 2007, but didn’t purchase 
a home and move here until the fall of 2013 when Mike 
retired. He spent 40 years in the property and casualty 
insurance field in a variety of roles. He was also active on 
insurance industry and community boards. Mike and Agnes 

have three daughters and six grandchildren in IL and TX and visit them regularly. 

Prior to Pinehurst, they lived in South Windsor, CT and St Charles, IL, having both grown up in 
Maryland. Mike is an avid golfer and always planned on living in an area where he could play a lot, 
avoid winter snow, and enjoy the area with new friends. Pinehurst fit those needs perfectly! Agnes 
is not a golfer but loves the area with many things to do and has helped Newcomers as Assistant 
Treasurer, Treasurer and Dining Out Co-chair. 

While Vice President, Mike worked with the board to update all the Position Descriptions. Our first 
picnic at the Timmel Pavilion was a big success, even accounting for rain and a caterer delay. 

During Mike’s term as President, the organization continued to grow, adding 129 new members to 
reach a total of 557. Renewal retention was also positive at about 50% renewal of those up for 
expiration. Consequently, our financial position has remained very strong. The Executive 
Committee met the last two years to consider options for the best use of our funds. After retaining 
a necessary cushion, we decided to expand the subsidy for our two main events and add a third – 
a winter bowling and pizza party – that was a big hit. We decided to continue dues as they stand 
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with the greatest unknowns being the number of new members per year and the retention rate of 
current members. 

The greatest challenges during Mike’s term were computer issues – Gmail account glitches - and 
recruiting for committees. The Gmail issues were addressed, allowing eblasts to resume. 
Recruiting focused on the newer members who had three years or fewer with Newcomers, and 
many came through to fill open spots. 

Mike worked with the President of Pinehurst #6 Community Association to address and document 
our relationship on the handling of the Holly Ball which Newcomers members enjoy. This was 
satisfactorily accomplished with an agreement of shared responsibilities and defined roles. 

Many of our Committee activities saw record attendance during the year. Grasscutters averaged 
over 44 players per week and sometime exceeded 60. Coffee, Fermented Fridays, Tailgaters and 
Dining Out had consistently high turnouts as well. Supporting the Chairs and encouraging member 
participation were constant themes for Mike. 

Board meetings were active and informative with a number of creative suggestions developed and 
implemented. Several NOPA members suggested new activities; however, after surveying the 
membership, not enough interest was shown to warrant establishing new committees. 

At the end of a relatively fast year, Mike felt good about the state of the organization and the 
transition. He will continue to contribute as History Chair, Chair of the 2018 Nominating 
Committee and distributor of Newcomers brochures to local real estate agents and other outlets. 
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PAST PRESIDENTS 

YEAR   NAME 

1984-July 1985   Marie Cantafio 

July 1985 – 2nd half 1986   Mary Bartley 

First half 1987   Betsy Bernard 

Second half 1987   Sally Metzger 

First half 1988   Sara Cousier 

Second half 1988   Jane Erdman 

First half 1989   Barbara May 

Second half 1989   Harriet Montgomery 

First half 1990   Dorothy Coleman 

Second half 1990   Marilyn Erickson 

First half 1991   Anna Leib 

Second half 1991   Arline Marinace 

First Half 1992   Muriel Evert 

Second half 1992   Virginia Cialdella 

First half 1993   Erica Proctor 

Second half 1993   Louise Daley 

First half 1994   Nancy Heilman 

Second half 1994   Nan Hall 

First half 1995   Cynthia Strecker 

Second half 1995   Lee Grant 

First half 1996   Janet Lowry 

Second half 1996   Richard Mills 

First half 1997   Bonnie Mullen 

Second half 1997   Martha O’Connor 

First half 1998   Robert Tweed 

Second half 1998   Shirley Davis 

First half 1999   Guy Bean 

Second half 1999   Terry Guttrich 

Second half 2000   Polly Schechter 

First half 2001   Jim Cross 

Second half 2001   Dennis Strojny 

First half 2002   Phyllis Clark 

Second half 2002   Curtis Richardson 

First half 2003   Jon Ritger 

Second half 2003    Al Turner 

First half 2004   Peter Hanly 

2004-2005   Marijanet Doonan 
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Second half 2005   Lou Edgar 

First half 2006   Betty Mangum 

2006-2007   William (Bill) May 

2007 - 2008   Rick Riordan 

2008-2009   Sheldon Rappaport 

1st half 2009   Cathy Rettig 

2009-2010   Bill Berger 

2010-2011   Bill LiVolsi 

2011-2012   Peg Bell 

2012-2013   Alex Porter 

2013-2014   Tina Arno 

2014-2015   Vicki Hancock 

2015-2016  Joe DeRosa 

2016-2017  Mike Fusselbaugh 

2017-2018  Mike McCarty 
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