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NEWS FROM NEWCOMERS, JULY, 2019 
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE  

Every time I attend an event with Newcomers, I am reminded of the kindness and joy all around in our community.  We 
are a group of people who enjoy celebrating life with one another.  Having a rough day?  Come join an event – you will 
find smiles and encouragement.  Having a great day?  Come spread that joy, sometimes a smile goes a long 

way.   

Thank you to Lana Yee and Alex Porter for organizing our annual golf and picnic events.  A lot of work went into making 
these events run as smoothly as possible for all attendees.  

Save the Dates: 

September 7:  Our Annual Breakfast where we will vote in our new officers and hear from our guest speaker, John Nagy, 
Editor of the Pilot 

December 17:  Holly Ball in conjunction with #6.  This is a great opportunity to dust off those dance shoes and enjoy an 
evening of dinner and great music. 

Regards,  
 
Janet 
Janet Galloway, President, 2018 - 2019 
 

            WELCOME NEWCOMERS 
 
Tom and Felicita Stone, who moved here in August 2008, from Plantation Florida;  Jim Tobias, who moved here from 7 
Lakes West, in January, 2008;  Rosemary Braeckel, who moved here from Colorado Springs, CO in May 2018;  Mary Rice 
who moved from St Louis, MO in April 2009;  and Sean Ratliff from Charlotte, NC who moved here in May 2018. 

 
We are sure you will enjoy your membership in the Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area! 

 
 NEWCOMERS HISTORY 

 My how we’ve changed! 
   
 Have you read the recently updated History of NOPA? How about the Past Presidents Biographies and 

Reflections? A great opportunity to learn about how we were founded, expanded, changes in activities over the 
years, special events and which Presidential term they started in and much more. You know the activities that 
we have today, but did you know we’ve had many others like gardening, dance and equestrian? See the lower 
left side of the website home page under “Photos and more” to find the answers! 

   
 For questions and comments about the document, contact Mike Fusselbaugh at NOPAhistory@gmail.com 
                                                                                                                                                          

GOT FACEBOOK, GET NEWCOMERS! 
 
Congratulations, Newcomers!  We have close to 650 Followers, and 600 page "likes". 

Make sure you follow us too so you can view upcoming Events, receive notices of our activities, and see photos from 
past events in your News Feed. You may even see yourself in these pictures! 



 

2 | P a g e  

 

If you have questions or comments about our Facebook account, contact Lana Yee. You can reach her at 
NOPAfacebook@gmail.com 

BOOK CLUB DISCUSSIONS  
July, 2019 (By Book Club) 
 
A Novel Idea - The Lemonade Year by Amy Willoughby-Burle 
Between the Covers - summer break 
Book Buddies - Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 
Bookends - Telex from Cuba by Delia Owens  
Literary Ladies - Jar of Hearts by Jennifer Hillier 
Cover to Cover Girls - summer break 
Monday Readers - TBD 
Part Timers - TBD 
Read Moore – Serena by Ron Rush 
 Smitten on the Written - Educated by Tara Westover 
Page Turners - Reader's Choice 
Twilight Book Club - The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict 
 
A New Book Club is forming:  Reading North Carolina Authors, to meet in the evening. Dates to be determined. If you’re 
interested in joining please contact Jean Hart, Book Club Co-chair at frenchbullmom@gmail.com 
PLEASE NOTE:   For inquiries about joining a Newcomers’ book discussion group, please contact the Newcomers Book 
Clubs’ Co-Chairs Joan Sondag or Jean Hart at joansondag68@gmail.com 

 
TABLE GAMES AND ACTIVITIES 

Bunco 
Bunco is a SIMPLE dice game. No Experience Necessary. Fun Guaranteed. 

Groups meet once a month in member’s homes. We have Day and Evening groups. 
 
Bunco 1: Carol Westerly and Joyce Pilewski, Co-Chairs 
Bunco 2: (need), Co-Chairs 
Bunco 3: Audrey Curlee and Pat Sykora, Co-Chairs 
Bunco 4: Dee Anderson and Deb Eddings, Co-Chairs  
Bunco 5: Kathy Taylor and Pat Zlotin, Co-Chairs 
Bunco 6: Deanna Miller and Sarah McCarty, Co-Chairs  
Bunco 7: Jay Wareham and Lucia Skelton, Co-Chairs 
Bunco 8: (need), Co-Chairs  
Bunco 9: Valerie McKean, Co-Chair 
Co-Chairs can be reached by accessing the Directory in the Members Directory. 
 
Interested in being a substitute for either evening or day groups?  Email nopabunco@gmail.com for a spot on the master 
substitute-list  
 
Mah Jongg   
 
The Newcomers Mah Jongg Group meets at 1:00 p.m. every Monday at the Boyd Library at Sandhills Community 
College, except on national holidays when the library is closed.   On those Monday holidays, alternate plans will be made 
and we’ll advise you by eblast of location and time.   
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We hope you will continue to join us….please contact Karen Gideon (Chair) or Rita Cioppi (Co-chair) if you have any 
questions, need directions, etc. Karen and Rita can be reached by accessing the Directory in the Members Portal on our 
website www.newcomersofpinehurst.com or contact Karen direct at bnkgideon@yahoo.com   The password is included 
in the eblast announcing that the Newsletter is on-line AND attached to the eblast. 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE 

Coffee Group 

If you are looking for a starting point to get to know Newcomers of the Pinehurst Area, the Coffee Group is just the place 
to meet friendly people who can help you navigate the Sandhills. 
 
We gather weekly at Pine Scones, 905 Linden Road, Pinehurst (next to Hollyhocks Art Gallery) every Thursday at 9:0 0 
a.m. and continue until 10:45 a.m. 
 
Come join us any time. Come early or late.  Both men and women are welcome. We can’t wait to meet you!  Please look 
for pine cones in the middle of the table to help identify us as the Newcomers Coffee Group.  

Co-chairs Carl Nilsen, Pamela Adams, Fran DiSantis and Sam Trachtenberg and can be reached at 
nopacoffee@gmail.com 

Sunday Brunch Bunch  

Sunday Brunch Bunch is finalizing plans for their next Brunch.  We will send an eblast when the details are 
confirmed. 

Lunch Bunch 

Lunch Bunch will be taking a hiatus during the summer months and will return in September. 
 

Dining Out 
Dining Out invites you to join us on 

Thursday, July 18 
at 

“Red Bowl Asian Bistro" 
10820 US-15 

Southern Pines  
We’ll enjoy drinks at 6:00 p.m. and dinner at 6:30 p.m.  

  
Sushi: $3.00 - $48.00 

Appetizers: $3.00 - $12.00 
Entrees: $10.00 - $15.00 

The maximum number of reservations we can take is 35.  
                                                                                                                                     

Email annmdavis63@gmail.com to make your reservation. 
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 Fermented Friday 
  

Our next Fermented Friday was scheduled for Friday, July 12th. However, due to a hosting problem we may have to 
cancel July. 
 
If you are interested in hosting please reach out to one of us and we will try to make it happen. 
 
Friday August 2nd:  We are in the process of planning a Fun Summer Fermented Friday with several homes and boats on 
Lake Pinehurst. Look for details in our next Newsletter 
 

Jackie Curley (585.474.4089) and Pam Babcock (559.288.9031) Chairpersons 
 

Wine Tasting 

Are you interested in wine tasting and meeting new people who share your interest in wines?  We have fun tasting 
different wines from regions across the country and around the world.   
 
No need to be an expert; we have fun learning while we socialize!  Members of the wine group take turns hosting the 
tasting at their home and selecting the evening’s 4-5 wines to taste.  The cost of the wines is then divided among the 
group.  If you are interested in being part of a new wine tasting group, contact Bonnie Matthews at 
bonniematthews1@aol.com or Pat Pinkerton at ppinkerton27@gmail.com 

 
Attention Wine Lovers!  Some of you have expressed interest in a wine tasting group for people who are serious 
oenophiles, with a focus on higher end wines.  (This could be in addition to a group you may have already joined).  If you 
are knowledgeable about wines and interested in becoming part of a group like this, please email Bonnie Matthews or 
Pat Pinkerton.  If there is interest, we will facilitate organizing the group(s) 

 
EXERCISE AND SPORTS 

Golf – Grasscutters    We are a varied and friendly group of men & women who enjoy the game of golf.  Grasscutters 
offers opportunities to play various local & nearby golf courses, keep rates reasonable and send a confirmation email to 
all player responses.  Anyone interested in playing should contact us at ncgrasscutters@gmail.com   
 
Grasscutters:  July, 2019 
 
July 2:                         Duke                     $50.00      9:00 a.m. shotgun 
July 9:                         Carolina Trace      $39.00      9:00 a.m. shotgun 
July 16:                       Legacy                  $49.00      9:06 a.m. shotgun 
July 23:                       Keith Hills              $29.00      9:00 a.m. shotgun 
July 30:                       Quail Ridge              $30.00         9:00 a.m. shotgun 
 
Grasscutters outings are also posted on the Event Calendar on the Newcomers website.  
Contact Grasscutters Co-Chairs Andy Foote and Tom Deet at ncgrasscutters@gmail.com 
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Walking Group  
The Walking group is currently meeting for their Wednesday and Saturday Walks at 9:00 a.m. in Reservoir Park in 
Southern Pines off Route 22/Central Ave.    The group typically steps off at 5 minutes after the hour.  
The walk takes about 45 - 60 minutes depending on your speed. We have slow, medium and fast walkers for anyone's 
pace. Please feel free to contact Karen Curtis at 919-656-8725 for information and directions. 

Remember walking can change your life and your health!! 

OUT & ABOUT 
Girls Night Out 
 

Girls Night Out and Singles and Solos join forces on  July 18 at 5:30 p.m. for this one time exclusive event to go virtual 
shooting!  

The event will be held at Greyfox Outdoors 225 W. Morganton RD. Southern Pines, NC.  

Steve’s Pizza  is right next door in the same building to grab a bite or a beverage.  You can also bring your own 
beverage. 

 
If you’ve never shot a gun ... no worries!! They are safe!  

These are real guns that have been modified using CO2 and lasers on a computer generated large screen. No one uses 
real bullets. 

 
 The military and police use this type of equipment in “shoot and don’t shoot” scenarios to practice.  We have had a lot 

of interest for this event, so please sign up early. We have a limit of 30 spots that will fill up quickly . 
 

RSVP to girlsnightout@gmail.com or singlesandsolos@gmail.com.  
 

There will be two people per 10 minute session. The cost is $10.00  per person.  
 

Send your check, payable to Gunpowder Gals, to Tamara Hassler 4005 Irwin Dr. Aberdeen NC 28315 to reserve your 
spot. 

 
NOPAgirlsnightout@gmail.com 

Singles and Solos  
 
Singles and Solo’s join forces with Girls Night Out for their July event.  All are welcome.   

Paul Schnatz, Chair, can be reached at nopasinglesandsolos@gmail.com  
 

Tailgaters    

Save the Dates 

Friday Night Lights Series (Pinecrest HS Football Under the Lights) 
 

Friday, August 23rd 7:30 p.m. - Concord (Concord, NC) vs. Pinecrest HS 
We will attempt a Tailgaters parking lot gathering before the opening game of the season. 

 
Tickets are $7.00pp for those who want to attend the games. 
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Details to follow along with the additional home schedule. 
 

Monday, September 23rd - Seven Lakes Golf Outing 
$40.00pp (includes greens fees/cart, prize fund, buffet breakfast/lunch & two beverages of choice) 

 
Sign up as a foursome or be placed in a group – Details to follow. 

 
Saturday-Sunday,   September 28-29th - Polocrosse Eastern Regional’s 

Details on Polocrosse to follow. 
 

� We are appealing to your interest in college and/or professional football by letting 
us know your favorite teams. 

� We will assemble a spreadsheet with this information so you have the 
opportunity to coordinate a small social gathering of members with common 

interests on days when your team(s) are being televised. 

A recent idea is the creation of “Football Mini-Fan Clubs.” 
 

Contact Joe DeRosa at jderos15@gmail.com 
 

with your interest in any of the events and/or the Football “Mini-Clubs. 
 

Additional Events That Are A Work In Progress: 

� U.S. Tennis Open Finals/ September (TBA) - Hosts Mike Hartley & Bonnie Matthews 
 

We continue to reach out to our membership for their participation in the planning process 
by initiating sports-themed social gatherings that you would be willing to host throughout the year.  

We will promote your ideas through our monthly newsletter even if they only appeal to a small gathering. 
Feel free to reach out to us. 

Let’s maintain the high level of enthusiasm for this group.  
 

Travel Club 
 We have three exciting excursions planned for July, August and November.  See below for the details on each trip. 
 
Travel Club – July Excursion to Fayetteville 
 
Our July Travel Club excursion will be to the U. S. Army Airborne and Special Operations Museum in Fayetteville.  We will 
start our visit by having lunch at Mission BBQ, visit the museum, and return in time for the 4th of July concert and 
fireworks display held at the Harness Track in Pinehurst.  
 

Location: U. S. Army Airborne and Special Operations Museum  https://www.asomf.org/ 
  100 Bragg Boulevard 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 28301 
 

Date:  Wednesday, July 3  
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Departure: 10:30 a.m.Meet at the Whispering Pines Harris Teeter parking lot at 400 Mill Creek Road, Carthage (near 
the airport). We will depart as soon as carpooling groups are organized. 

 

General Museum Information:  Admission to the museum is free, but donations are accepted.  A General Admission 
ticket for the Motion Simulator is $8.50. Tickets are available in the gift shop. The museum offers a main exhibit gallery, 
temporary gallery, four-story tall theater, and a motion simulator ride. The main gallery is designed as a self-guided tour, 
in chronological order, through the history of airborne and special operations soldiers from 1940 to the present.  The 
temporary gallery changes periodically and displays a myriad of exhibits pertaining to the United States Army airborne 
and special operations units through their history and conflicts from World War II to the present. 
 
Itinerary: 
 

• 10:30 a.m.  Depart from Whispering Pines Harris Teeter Parking Lot 
• 11:30 a.m.  Group Lunch at Mission BBQ located at 1932 Skibo Road, Fayetteville, 28314 
• 1:00 p.m.– 5:00 p.m. Tour the museum located at 100 Bragg Boulevard, Fayetteville 
• 5:00 p.m.  Return to Harris Teeter Parking Lot in Whispering Pines 
 

Upon our return, those who are interested in the 4th of July concert and fireworks display may join the fun at the 
Pinehurst Harness Track at 200 Beulah Hill Rd.  Food and beverages will be available for purchase, and picnic baskets are 
allowed. Bring your own chair or blanket. Gates open at 4:00 pm. Family activities and entertainment are scheduled 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Fireworks will begin at approximately 9:15 p.m.  
 
Want to go to Fayetteville?  Reply to nopatravelclub@gmail.com by Monday June 24th, and tell us you are interested in 
the Fayetteville excursion.  
 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
Travel Club – August Excursion to the North Carolina Outer Banks 
 
Our August Travel Club excursion will be to the beautiful North Carolina Outer Banks. This trip includes a one-night stay 
near Beaufort, NC where we will tour the village and take a boat ride to Shackleford Island to see the wild horses.  Then 
we will travel north to the Manteo area for an additional two nights stay on the Outer Banks.  Locales of interest include 
Manteo, Nags Head, Kill Devil Hills and the Wright Brothers National Memorial, Kitty Hawk, Duck and Corolla.  Also, 
there are four lighthouses with easy access (i.e. no ferry needed) - Currituck Beach Lighthouse, Roanoke Marshes 
Lighthouse, Bodie Island Lighthouse, and Cape Hatteras Lighthouse.  And of course, we will work in plenty of beach time. 
We are currently researching hotels and dining options.  A more detailed itinerary and hotel information will be 
provided shortly to those who sign up. Individuals will need to make their own hotel reservations. 
 
Dates:   August 20 - 23, 2019 
 
 

Departure Time: 8:00 a.m.  Meet at the Whispering Pines Harris Teeter parking lot at 400 Mill Creek Road, 
Carthage (near the airport). We will attempt to organize all carpooling before our departure. 
 
Want to go to the Outer Banks?  Reply to nopatravelclub@gmail.com by Monday August 12th, and tell us you are 
interested in the Outer Banks excursion.  
 
Travel Club – November Excursion to the Biltmore Estate  
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We are announcing our November Travel Club excursion to the Biltmore Estate early since accommodations and the 
Candlelight Christmas Evenings typically sell out.  The Biltmore Estate offers 8,000 beautiful acres to meander, a visit to 
the estate house and gardens, the Conservatory and surrounding gardens, the farm and grounds, two beautiful hotels 
(The Village Hotel and The Inn),15 dining options, 12 shopping locations, winery and wine tastings, the Spa, and a 
multitude of other activities – all onsite.  You may check out their website for lodging, site and activity information at  
https://www.biltmore.com/.  Individuals will be responsible for making their own hotel reservations. 
 
Please note there are special packages available, and the Candlelight Christmas Evening Package may be of interest.  
There is a discount on accommodations and tickets for our particular date if you book before September 15th.  This 
package includes a minimum 2 nights stay, daily breakfast, a Biltmore Christmas gift, admission to the Candlelight 
Christmas Evenings, daytime admission to the Estate and Biltmore House for the length of your stay, audio guides, and 
shuttle service. 
 
We are currently exploring other nearby hotel options for those who wish to visit the Estate but not stay there.  There 
are many nice hotels in the area, and some may have their favorites. Our list of recommendations will be provided to 
those who sign up. 
 

Location: Biltmore Estate https://www.biltmore.com/ 
  One Lodge Street 
  Asheville, NC  28803 
 

Date:  November 6 – 8, 2019 
 
 

Departure: 8:00 a.m.Meet at the Taylortown Harris Teeter at 305 Ivey Lane, Pinehurst.   
Park in the Harris Teeter lot behind the McDonald’s. We will gather there to form carpool groups. 

 
Want to go to the Biltmore Estate?  Reply to nopatravelclub@gmail.com by Monday October 21st, and tell us you are 
interested in the Biltmore Estate and Candlelight Christmas Evening excursion. Please tell us if you are interested in 
staying at the Estate or prefer other accommodations in Asheville. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions about any of our upcoming excursions.  We would be glad to help! 
Travel Club Co-Chairs - Kathy Christensen and Janette McNeill at nopatravelclub@gmail.com. 
 
Sunshine 
 
Please let us know ASAP when you become aware of a present or recent member of Newcomers who would benefit 
from a sympathy or get-well card.  To protect the privacy of friends who are dealing with difficulty, I do not publicize 
their names.  

Please contact Debbie Brayton by accessing the Directory in the Members Portal on our website 
www.newcomersofpinehurst.com 

 

 


